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BOOK NOTICES. 

A Ramble at Sewanee 1 is in the first place a triumph of 
good taste in the art of book-making. Nothing could be 
more dainty, handy or attractive. Quite apart from the let- 
ter press, as "Sewanee Illustrated," it is an invaluable me- 
mento to the many who have learned to love, as only Se- 
wanee is loved, the natural, domestic and architectural 
beauties of the place. The pictures thickly interspersed 
among its pages are admirably selected and are all the very 
finest specimens of photographic art. 

But far beyond the material charms of this volume is the 
spirit or-motive which has not only given it birth but lavished 
upon it every outward expression of the deep interest and 
feeling that inwardly pervade it. No one has of late come 
into personal contact with Dr. Hoffman who does not feel 
that he has quietly and unobtrusively but devotedly and 
steadfastly consecrated his mind and life and a generous 
proportion of his means to the great cause of Church ed- 
ucation. He has originated, we may say created, the very 
important movement which has taken shape in the "Asso- 
ciation for Promoting the Interests of Church Schools, Col- 
leges, and Seminaries," the plan of which is eminently 
practical and wise, and its outcome for good impossible to 
overestimate. It is as one of very many expressions of a 
heart thus enlisted in a great and holy cause, that this book 
will be most appreciated and valued. Dr. Hoffman's sym- 
pathy and counsel and help have been felt in all our Church 
institutions. It was that which drew him spontaneously to 
Sewanee and which made his visit one of such deep inter- 
est and inspiration to himself and so to others ; it was that 
which breathes in the words and is visible in the loving 
and lavish adornment of this little memento, and it is that 
which lingers in the memory and in the love and gratitude 
of Sewanee towards Dr. Hoffman. 

1 A Ramble at Sewanee; the Seat of the University of the South; Bac- 
calaureate Sermon. By Reverend Charles F. Hoffman, D.D., LL.D., D.C.L. 
New York : E. and J. B. Young & Co. 1896. 
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Professor Brander Matthews's new volume of essays', 
Aspects of Fiction and Other Ventures in Criticism, (Har- 
pers) is marked by the same admirable qualities that we 
have formerly pointed out in these pages. There is no 
more lucid and suggestive critic writing in America to-day 
than Mr. Matthews, and we cannot have too many collec- 
tions of his essays. The most valuable papers in the pres- 
ent volume are, in our opinion, those on "American Litera- 
ture," on " Pleasing the Taste of the Public," and on " The 
Penalty of Humor," but every essay will be found to repay 
perusal. We cannot forbear calling attention to the hand- 
some format of the volume which must be a source of de- 
light to such a book-lover as Mr. Matthews, and reflects 
very great credit upon the taste of the publishers. 

* 

* * 

The completed seventy-eighth volume of the Atlantic 
Monthly demands a notice. It is a genuine pleasure to 
see how this admirable magazine has been steadily gaining 
ground of late, how it still continues, as in the past, to 
stand for all that is best in American letters, and yet at the 
same time equals any other publication in the country in 
keeping abreast with all current problems. New life seems 
to have been infused into it and we wish it all prosperity 
and many rivals, for such rivals will keep it ever striving 
for improvement, and will indicate the healthiest sort of 
spirit in American literary life. 

* 

* * 

The Macmillan Company have made a handsome vol- 
ume of Dr. Henry Van Dyke's The Gospel for an Age of 
Doubt, which is the final form of his Yale lectures on 
Preaching for 1896. Fully a fourth of the book consists of 
an appendix of varied quotations intended to illustrate the 
text, and the text itself is interspersed by practical and other 
citations showing Dr. Van Dyke's wide acquaintance with 
literature, and making his volume very easy reading — per- 
haps too easy considering its transcendent subject. 



